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BBiibbllee  oorr  WWaattcchhttoowweerr 

TTrraaiinneedd  CCoonnsscciieennccee  ––  WWhhiicchh??  
 

S with so many other subjects, there have been many 
fine Watchtower articles about our conscience and 

how God created us with this “inner sense of right and 
wrong”… 
 

A good conscience, one that is Bible-trained, can 
remind us of the way in which (God’s) spirit wants us 
to walk … By learning to rely on our trained Chris-
tian conscience, we can make good choices even 
when there is no specific direction in writing… A 
clean, Bible-trained conscience is a good gift from 
God.193  

 

This all sounds about right.  But what Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses don’t notice is that the men of their Governing Body 
have taken this gift away from them.  These men have made 
themselves the determiners of what are and what are not 
matters of conscience. Here are just a couple examples that 
show this to be the case… 
 
Example #1: There is “no specific direction in writing” 
in the Bible about saying “Happy Anniversary” or “Happy 
Birthday.”  But Jehovah’s Witnesses are only allowed to 
say “Happy Anniversary.”  They will be disfellowshipped if 
the say “Happy Birthday.”194  

There may be many Witnesses who don’t see much dif-
ference between the above two greetings and don’t under-
stand why saying a simple “Happy Birthday” would be de-
serving of the  “everlasting punishment” Jesus mentioned in 
Matthew 25:46.   If  it wasn’t “God’s organization”  making 

                                                           
193 May 1, 2000 Watchtower, p. 16 
194 They will be disfellowshipped if they do not repent from saying “Happy Birthday” and promise never to say 
it again.  The typical counsel that elders give in such cases usually comes down to,  “Do you believe the Soci-
ety is God’s organization?”   And then, “Even if the Society is mistaken on this matter, are you willing to wait 
for Jehovah to correct his organization?”  If they answer “No” to either question they will be disfellowshipped 
for apostasy. 
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such an issue about this it wouldn’t bother their consciences 
to say “Happy Birthday." But they bow to the collective 
conscience of the Governing Body.195  If these men ever 
change their minds and decide to leave it up to individual 
conscience, it is possible that some Witnesses will ac-
knowledge birthdays while others may not. But at least their 
decisions would be based on their own consciences. 196 
 

Example #2: “Alternative Civilian Service”: When Je-
hovah’s Witnesses refuse military service some countries 
offer them a non-military alternative such as working in a 
civilian hospital on weekends for a specified period of time.  
For decades Witnesses were required to refuse the offer 
which meant they would go to jail.  Those who accepted it 
were to be considered as having disassociated themselves 
from the congregation and therefore were treated just as if 
they had been disfellowshipped. Most Witnesses went to 
jail.  This was the Governing Body’s unyielding position 
until the May 1, 1996 Watchtower when they finally left the 
decision to accept alternative service up to individual con-
science. 
 

The Point: Even when Witnesses are able to exercise 
their conscience it is only because their Governing Body 
grants them that right.  There is no allowance for conscien-
tious  disagreement with their current teachings. 

 
 

“Why Do You Believe What You Believe?” 
Under this heading the Governing Body says, “The United Na-
tions Universal Declaration of Human Rights enshrines every per-
son’s ‘right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.’  This 
right includes the freedom ‘to change his religion or belief if he wants 
to do so.’”    But as has been shown, Witnesses who try to ex-
ercise any of these human rights will be disfellow-
shipped.197 - See Chapter 10 

                                                           
195 If they don’t bow to the Governing Body’s conscience they will be disfellowshipped. 
196 One of the problems the Governing Body has created for itself comes from their insistence that all Wit-
nesses must “speak in agreement.”  This makes it difficult for them to leave anything up to individual con-
science because that could lead to a situation where Witnesses do not all “speak in agreement.”  
197 August 1, 2001 Watchtower, p. 4. Witnesses who insist on their right to freedom of thought, conscience or 
the freedom to change their religion, will be disfellowshipped for apostasy. 
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WWhhaatt  IIff  TThhiiss  WWaass    
AAnnootthheerr  RReelliiggiioonn??  

 
F the teachings and prophecies considered in this study 
had come from some other religion, the Governing Body 

would likely apply all those terms mentioned back on page 
56 to it and its teachings… 
 

“falsehoods” 
“false stories” 

“false teachers” 
 “false teachings” 
“false doctrines” 
“false prophets” 

“false prophecies” 
 “false religious views” 

“false religious teachings” 
“false religious philosophies” 

“doctrines with pagan religious routes” 
“the disfiguring of God” 

“God dishonoring” 
“pagan doctrines” 
“godless myths” 

 

If that same religion claimed to be God’s organization 
and his sole channel of communication to all mankind and 
that it was the only true religion, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
would reject such claims and say that its historical record 
and the present conduct of its religious leaders proves that it 
is part of Satan’s organization – “the world Empire of false 
religion.”198 

If its religious leaders did what the Society’s religious 
leaders have done in order to ignore, alter, misrepresent and 
cover-up their historical record, the Governing Body would 
likely apply the same terms to them as Jesus applied to the 
scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 23. 

What would the Governing body say about members of 
that  religion  who  were  accused of being apostates just be- 

                                                           
198 The Society’s interpretation of the “Babylon the Great” of Revelation 18:1-5  
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cause they could not consciously accept everything their re-
ligious leaders required them to believe, even if what they 
were teaching wasn’t true?  It is likely that they would 
commend them for following their God-given conscience 
rather than bowing to the dictatorship of their religious 
leaders.  

If Jehovah’s Witnesses saw some other religion doing all 
the things their religion is guilty of doing, they could only 
wonder why anyone would want to have anything to do 
with it.  And so that brings up the fair question: Why do 
they have anything to do with the Watchtower religion since 
it is guilty of doing all these things?  What makes the dif-
ference? 

It is their concept of “the organization” that makes the 
difference. It forces them to either not notice that their relig-
ion is guilty of doing all these things, or else to ignore all 
the things it is guilty of doing because in their minds, “No 
matter what happens it is still God’s organization.” If any-
thing is wrong then it is their responsibility to wait patiently 
until God sees fit to straighten things out in his own due 
time. 199  Those who cannot wait are thought of as having 
“turned their backs on God” and therefore deserve to be dis-
fellowshipped and shunned “in order to keep God’s organi-
zation clean.” 200 

Again and again, the reasoning of both the Witnesses 
and their Governing Body is dominated and controlled by 
their concept of “God’s organization.” 201 

 
NEXT: Even when Witnesses begin to become concerned 
about what their religion is guilty of doing, there are many 
factors that make the thought of leaving an extremely diffi-
cult decision to make.  

 
 
 
 

                                                           
199 See the ‘You shall not be unsettled by anything that happens’ reasoning from the May 1, 1957 Watchtower 
on page 13.   
200 See next chapter p. 110. 
201 Review Raymond Franz’s comments on pages 11 and 12.   
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NNoo  HHoonnoorraabbllee  WWaayy  OOuutt    
ooff  tthhee  WWaattcchhttoowweerr  RReelliiggiioonn  

 
 

OR most Jehovah’s Witnesses, leaving the Watchtower 
religion is not just a simple matter of saying, “I quit.”   

The Governing Body has made it a very painful, life-
altering process.  There is no honorable way out of this re-
ligion.   

The God’s-organization reasoning that has been incul-
cated into their minds goes like this… 
 

‘Since the Society is God’s organization then there 
can never be a legitimate reason for anyone to 
ever leave it.   Even in the remote possibility that 
something is wrong, then it is the obligation of God’s 
people to wait for him to make whatever corrections he 
sees fit to make.  Therefore, when anyone does leave, 
there must be something seriously wrong with that 
one.’202 
 

And then when “God’s organization” demonizes those 
who leave as ‘apostate servants of Satan the Devil,’203 the 
Witnesses who remain cannot help but believe that such 
ones must have “turned to the dark side”204 or, the way they 
usually express it, “turned their backs on God,” when in fact 
their consciences can no longer allow them to believe that 
the Society is God’s organization.205 

There are only two options open to those who cannot ac-
cept the Society’s claim of divine authority. They can  (1) 
voluntarily disassociate themselves, or else (2) they will be 
forcefully disfellowshipped.206    In either case, verses 9-11 
of 2 John are applied to them… 

                                                           
202 If the Society is not God’s organization then this reasoning is not reasonable. 
203 March 1, 2002 Watchtower, p.11 
204  An expression from “Star Wars.”  
205 There is no allowance for freedom of conscience when it comes to disagreeing with what the Society is cur-
rently teaching – even if what they are teaching isn’t true.- See Chapter 10. 
206 Some Witnesses try to leave quietly in order to avoid disassociation or disfellowshipping.  It may depend on 
how aggressive their elders are whether or not they will be allowed to simply walk away.  It will definitely 
depend on whether or not the one leaving is caught saying anything against “God’s organization.” 
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Everyone that pushes ahead and does not remain in 
the teaching of the Christ does not have 
God…Never receive him into your homes or say a 
greeting to him.  For he that says a greeting to him is a 
sharer in his wicked works. 

 

This Scripture is presented to the Witnesses as justifica-
tion for their requirement to shun those who leave.  Those  
who do not shun them lay themselves open to being disfel-
lowshipped.  Although John referred only to those who re-
jected “the teaching of the Christ,” the Governing Body 
says that this includes the teaching of the Watchtower Soci-
ety.   They apply John’s words as if he had said… 
 

‘Everyone that pushes ahead and does not remain in 
the teaching of the Watchtower does not have 
God. Never receive him into your homes or say a 
greeting to him.  For he that says a greeting to him is a 
sharer in his wicked works.’ 207 

 

This very application showed up at the “Committee 
Meeting” (or trial208) of Gene Flanigan.  The elders kept 
telling him that by not accepting a particular teaching of the 
Watchtower Society he was not remaining in the teaching 
of the Christ according to 2 John 9-11.   He then asked,  
“Do you want me to remove the words ‘the teaching of the 
Christ’ from my Bible and replace them with ‘the teaching 
of the Watchtower Society?’”   One elder answered, “Yes, 
because there is no difference.”  Flanigan then handed them 
his letter of disassociation. 

But why do elders and most Witnesses tend to think this 
way?  By now the answer should be obvious: It is their con-
cept of “the organization” that molds their thinking, their 
attitudes and their judgments.” 209 

Although they are not required to totally shun members 
of their immediate families living in the same house, it is 
not  difficult  to  imagine  the strain that  exists when a  hus- 
                                                           
207 Although Witnesses may not consciously think this way, this is the way it works.  Those who reject any 
“teaching of the Watchtower” (even the ones that are not true) are viewed as apostates 
208 A  “Committee Meeting” is normally presided over by 3 elders. No spectators are allowed.  In his Apoca-
lypse Delayed, James Penton explains: “The  system of judicial committees serves as the ultimate control 
mechanism among the Witness faithful, and a terrible one it is.” p. 249 
209 See Raymond Franz’s statement on pages 11 and 12. 
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band or wife is thought of as “an apostate  servant of Satan 
the Devil!” Many family relationships have been destroyed 
by what the Governing Body refers to as “a loving ar-
rangement.”210 

 
Keeping God’s Organization Clean? 
They present their disfellowshipping and shunning-of-

apostates policy as the Bible’s way of “keeping God’s or-
ganization clean.” But this is another instance where     
looking at their teachings that were not true brings out a  
different reason that has nothing to do with keeping an     
organization that belongs to God clean. 

Take for example their teaching about the generation of 
1914 that the Governing Body didn’t realize was a mistake 
until 1995.  Who was responsible for making the organiza-
tion unclean during those years they said that that false 
teaching was one of  “the teachings of Jehovah”?211 

Was it those Witnesses who could not conscientiously 
accept their teaching and were therefore disfellowshipped 
for apostasy in accordance with the Governing Body’s in-
structions in their September 1, 1980 letter?  Or was it the 
men who created that teaching and insisted that it was “the 
Creator’s promise”212 and then placed it in hundreds of mil-
lions of copies of their literature and spread them all over 
the world for decades?213  How does disfellowshipping 
people who cannot accept a false teaching keep an organi-
zation clean? 

And so, what does disfellowshipping and shunning Wit-
nesses who disagree with the Governing Body really ac-
complish? For one thing, as mentioned in Chapter 10, it 
maintains their ‘unity of belief at all costs’—a unity at the 
expense of truth rather than a unity based on truth. 

 
                                                           
210 See September 8, 1996 Awake! article, “Why Disfellowshipping Is a Loving Arrangement,” p. 26. See also 
the August, 2002 Kingdom Ministry.  
211 See Governing Body’s letter on pages 78 and 79. 
212 See the masthead page of every Awake! magazine prior to November of 1995. 
213 That false teaching also referred to on page 716 of the Proclaimers book that was written in 1993 – two  
years before that teaching was dropped in 1995. It says, “The ‘generation’ that was alive in 1914 is fast ap-
proaching.  The end cannot be far off.” 

How does 
 disfellow-
shipping  

people who 
reject a false  

teaching  
keep an  

organization   
clean? 

BeSub
강조

BeSub
강조



 111
 

But perhaps even more important to the men of the Gov-
erning Body is that their disfellowshipping/shunning policy 
effectively blocks the majority of Witnesses who don’t 
know what is going on from finding out things about the 
organization that the Governing Body prefers they don’t 
know. 

They do have a provision for reinstating “apostates” and 
thereby removing their apostate label.    All they have to do 
is show “true repentance” to their local elders’ satisfaction. 
But how does one repent from understanding the truth about 
something before the Governing Body understands it?214   
Do they say to their elders, “I’m so sorry that I correctly 
understood the truth about the generation of 1914 before 
Jehovah revealed it to his organization”? 

How does one repent from finding out that the Watch-
tower Society is not God’s organization or that its Govern-
ing Body is not always honest?    It would seem that in such 
cases the repentance needs to come from those who have 
been responsible for the false teachings and the misleading 
information. So far that has never happened. 

The above may help explain why most Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses are not too anxious to start a process that may end up 
convincing them that the Society isn’t God’s organization—
which in turn will likely result in their being disfellow-
shipped—which in turn will result in the loss of all their 
friends. And unless their family members are also ready to 
face the truth, they will likely lose their close relationship 
with them—even the possible loss of their marriage mates 
and children.215 

But as difficult as it is to walk away from this religion, 
there are those who have been able to do it. Many of them 
are now trying to help others come to know what they dis-
covered by using a means that has become the Watch-
tower’s worst nightmare. 

                                                           
214 When Witnesses are disfellowshipped for rejecting one of the Society’s teachings that the Governing Body 
later discovers was not true, they will remain disfellowshipped. But the charge against them changes from “not 
keeping up with God’s organization” to “running ahead of God’s organization.”  No one is allowed to stop 
believing a false teaching before the Governing Body stops teaching it. – See their 9/1/80 letter on page 78.   
215 Go to any search engine on the Internet and type, “Jehovah’s Witnesses.”  Many ex-Witnesses have placed 
their personal experiences there.  See Chapter 18, “The Internet – The Watchtower’s Worst Nightmare.” 
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TThhee  IInntteerrnneett  ––  TThhee    
WWaattcchhttoowweerr’’ss  WWoorrsstt  NNiigghhttmmaarree 

 
F the Society’s literature is their greatest enemy, then the 
Internet is their worst nightmare.  This is because their 

greatest enemy, which contains (1) everything they have 
ever said that wasn’t true, and (2) everything they have ever 
said to cover up what they have said that wasn’t’ true—is 
plastered all over the Internet for the whole world to see. 
The Governing Body doesn’t appreciate this arrangement 
because (1) they have no control over the information that is 
being made available, and (2) they have no legitimate de-
fense for what they and their predecessors have done. 

Their only defense has been to resort to their weapon of 
choice—Watchtower propaganda. It is designed to convince 
Jehovah’s Witnesses not to look at anything anyone has to 
say about the Society or its Governing Body… 

 

Some apostates are increasingly using…the Inter-
net to spread false information216 about Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.  As a result, when sincere individuals do re-
search on our beliefs, they may stumble across apos-
tate propaganda… Avoiding all contact with these 
opponents will protect us from their corrupt thinking. 
217  

 

As usual, their propaganda does not focus on any facts 
but immediately resorts to their favorite name-calling word 
“apostates” so that “sincere individuals” will ‘reject the in-
formation on the Internet on the basis of the negative label 
instead of weighing any of the evidence for themselves.’218  
Their propaganda doesn’t protect anyone from their own 
“false information” and “corrupt thinking” which springs 
from living their illusion. 

 

                                                           
216 Most of the  “information” that is being provided on the Internet is the Society’s own literature.  Whatever 
is “false” in their literature is not the fault of those who are putting it on the Internet. 
217 May 1, 2000 Watchtower,  p. 10.  Another ‘weapon’ they have used is to try to shut down websites that al-
low readers to examine the Society’s older literature. See http://quotes.watchtower.ca/  
218 See Chapter 9, “Watchtower Propaganda Keeps Them Captive” 
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Just as the religious leaders in the first century tried eve-
rything they could think of to convince the Jews not to lis-
ten to anything Jesus or his disciples had to say about them, 
the Watchtower’s religious leaders do everything they can 
think of to convince Jehovah’s Witnesses not to listen to 
anything anyone has to say about them or their organiza-
tion.219 

And just like those religious leaders in the first century 
had to misrepresent Jesus and his disciples in order to con-
vince the Jews that they deserved to be dead, the Governing 
Body misrepresents those they call “apostates” today in or-
der to convince Jehovah’s Witnesses that they deserve to be 
considered as dead.220 

As mentioned on page 73, if the Society’s religious lead-
ers had told the truth about the organization’s history in the 
first place, they would not now have to work so hard to pre-
vent their followers from learning about it.  

The evidence considered in this study makes up only a 
small portion of that which exists. But no matter how much 
there is or how it is presented, evidence will not benefit 
those who refuse to look at it as the Governing Body in-
structs Jehovah’s Witnesses to do.  Evidence can only help 
those who are not only willing to make contact with it, but 
then are able to get the sense of what it means. 
 
NEXT:  When everything is taken into consideration it’s a 
wonder that anyone ever ‘escapes’ from the Watchtower re-
ligion.  In order to permanently set themselves free from it 
they will need to come to realize that the concept that has 
been holding them captive is not true. 
                                                           
219 On page 31 of the March 15, 1987 Watchtower they explain, “The (Jews in Jesus’ day) had permitted their 
opinion of Jesus to be shaped by the religious leaders who hated him because he had exposed them as false 
teachers whose actions were not in harmony with their claims of being representatives of the true God.”  And 
yet this statement perfectly fits the way it is with the Watchtower’s religious leaders and Jehovah’s Witnesses 
today!  Witnesses have permitted their opinion of  “apostates” to be shaped by their religious leaders who hate 
them because they have exposed them as false teachers whose actions are not in harmony with their claims of 
being representatives of the true God.  It is fascinating to observe how people (who are captives of an illusion-
ary concept) can have the ability to notice a serious mistake made by others, but are unable to notice when they 
are making the exact same mistake.  
220 Witnesses are instructed to view all those who have been disfellowshipped or disassociated as though they 
were literally dead.  This helps to assure that they will never want to have anything to do with “apostates.” 
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TThhee  KKeeyy  TToo  TThheeiirr  EEssccaappee 
 

INCE the concept that holds Jehovah’s Witnesses cap-
tive is their belief that the Society is God’s organization, 

then the key to releasing themselves from their captivity is 
to come to realize that it isn’t God’s organization.   

This sounds simple enough in view of the fact that all 
the evidence they need to know is so abundant and readily 
available.221   It would have been simple for them if they 
had seen the evidence before they got baptized.  And as ex-
plained in Chapter 16, it would be simple for them today if 
it was some other religion that was involved. But because 
they are baptized and it is their own religion, it is extremely 
difficult for most of them to want to even look for this key 
let alone find it and then use it to unlock themselves and 
walk away from the Watchtower religion. 

As shown in Chapter 3, it isn’t for any lack of evidence 
that prevents them from realizing that Jesus would never 
have appointed anyone associated with the Watchtower So-
ciety to anything in 1919.  It is their unwillingness to look 
at the evidence and/or their failure to understand it in con-
nection with Matthew 24:45-47.  This is that one mistake 
they have all made. 222   If they had not made it, it seems 
likely that they would not now be associated the Watch-
tower Society. This is suggested by the fact that Witnesses 
who have corrected that mistake no longer believe that the 
Watchtower Society is God’s organization. 
 
NEXT: In order to escape the concept holding them cap-
tive, something more powerful than evidence is needed no 
matter how undeniable or unequivocal it may be.    

                                                           
221 That evidence is contained in their own literature.  Go to any Internet search engine and type “Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.”  Many ex-Witnesses are simply trying to help Jehovah’s Witnesses look at the things in their own 
literature that they have missed. 
222 See Chapter 5, “The One Mistake All Jehovah’s Witnesses Have Made” 
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EEvviiddeennccee  AAlloonnee  IIss  NNoott  EEnnoouugghh  
 

“We have all experienced the futility of trying to change a strong conviction …Suppose an 
individual believes something with his whole heart [which Witnesses do]; suppose further 
that he has a commitment to this belief [which Witnesses have], that he has taken irrevoca-
ble actions because of it [which Witnesses have done]; finally, suppose that he is presented 
with evidence, unequivocal and undeniable evidence, that his belief is wrong: what 
will happen? The individual will frequently emerge, not only unshaken, but even more con-
vinced of the truth of his beliefs than ever before.” 223 

 
 

EHOVAH’S Witnesses are very familiar with the above 
phenomenon. They have observed it many times during 

their door-to-door and Bible Study ministry while ‘trying to 
change the strong convictions’ of others.  But what they 
have not noticed is that others have experienced this same 
phenomenon when trying to change the Witnesses’ strong 
convictions.   

I had spent 20 years trying to help others learn about 
what I had mistakenly thought was “the Truth.” I then spent 
my final year as a Witness trying to help the local elders 
come to learn that what we thought was the Truth—wasn’t. 
And while I was not surprised to discover that the majority 
of non-Witnesses had no interest in anything I had to say 
about our religion, I was very surprised at the time to dis-
cover that none of the elders had any interest in anything 
that I had to say about our religion either.  

The following personal experience helped to teach me 
that “unequivocal and undeniable evidence” is not the de-
termining factor as to whether people with “a strong convic-
tion” in an illusion will be able to get the sense of what has 
happened to them. 
 
Unequivocal and Undeniable Evidence 

(Jehovah’s Witnesses and The Mexican Army First Reserve) 
I gave each elder in my congregation copies of official 

Watchtower letters to and from the Branch Office in Mex-
ico  which  showed  that  President Knorr  had  allowed  the  

                                                           
223 When Prophecies Fail (1956), p. 4 
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Witnesses in that country to illegally bribe government offi-
cials in order to have them falsify a certificate, which then 
indicated that they had successfully completed one year of 
military basic training and were enrolled in the Mexican 
Army First Reserve.224   (Witnesses in all other parts of the 
world are told that such conduct is unacceptable.) 

I tried as gently as I could to explain to the elders that I 
had come across this information but could not verify if it 
was true or not.  I asked them to write to the Governing 
Body just to inquire if there was anything to these letters.  I 
wanted them to see the Governing Body’s reaction to a le-
gitimate question that I knew they would have no intention 
of answering.  But they refused. 

They were not concerned in the slightest whether the let-
ters were true.  Their only concern was that I had them.  
They asked, “Where did you get these letters?”   I said that 
they were included in the book written by former Govern-
ing Body member Raymond Franz.  They then asked, 
“What are you doing reading a book written by an apos-
tate?”  That was their only response to these letters. 

Later I was able to sit down with the congregation’s 
most humble elder and carefully go through the letters so 
that he understood what they were saying.   His only re-
sponse was,   

 

“If the Society isn’t God’s organization then I might as well eat, drink 
and be merry.”   

 

I understood him to mean that as far as he was con-
cerned, if the Society isn’t God’s organization then there is 
no God! 225 When the other elders reached the point of not 
wanting me to show them anything else, they made the fol-
lowing private comments to me… 
 

“I would rather go to my grave being deceived then to find out that 
the Society isn’t who they say they are.” 

 

“They can’t tell us the truth about the organization’s history because 
if they did the organization would fall apart.” 

                                                           
224 See “Double Standards” in Crisis of Conscience.  The letters were copied with the author’s permission. 
225 The Governing Body is well aware of these letters.  But they have never attempted to explain them. 
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“I know there are problems.  But I can wait 30 years for Jehovah to 
correct his organization.” 
 

“I don’t care if every member of the Governing Body is apostate.  I 
will do whatever they say because I know that Jehovah is using this 
organization no matter what.” 
 

These statements came from the “spiritually mature” 
men that the Governing Body had appointed “under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit” to shepherd the local congrega-
tion. These are the ones the members of the congregation 
look to for protection against those who would deceive and 
mislead them.226 

But how can an elder protect his congregation from be-
ing deceived if he himself would rather be deceived then to 
have to face the truth?  How can an elder protect anyone 
from apostates if he doesn’t care if every member of his 
Governing Body is apostate? And how can an elder protect 
the congregation from being misled if he is perfectly willing 
to allow his own Governing Body to mislead them? The an-
swer of course is, he cannot. 

As long as elders are unable to face the truth they cannot 
protect anyone from being misled by their religious leaders 
who themselves are unable to face the truth.  When loyalty 
to the Society, 227 no matter what happens, takes precedence 
over loyalty to the truth, no matter what happens, those who 
lead will mislead and those who follow will be misled. 

Eventually the elders did come up with the answer to all 
my concerns.  What happened was that a former elder was 
complaining to me about how the elders had unfairly de-
leted him as an elder a while back.  I recommended that he 
read Crisis of Conscience. I said that it might help him un-
derstand why elders think and act the way they do. The next 
day he handed the book back to me (without reading any of 
it) and said, “We need someone to lead us by the hand.”  He 
then reported me to the local elders who subsequently dis-
fellowshipped me for apostasy. In this way they apparently 
felt that they were keeping God’s organization clean. 
                                                           
226 Notice how their concept of  “God’s organization” controlled their thinking. 
227 I tried to resign as an elder in 1978.  They rejected my request and instead deleted me on the grounds of  
“Disloyalty to the Society.”  At the time I felt like I was being charged with being disloyal to God! 
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A couple of days before they announced my disfellow-
shipping I hand-delivered about a hundred copies of a ten-
page letter to members of the congregation in order to give 
them the opportunity to hear my side of the story; to see 
some of the evidence that I knew their elders had no inten-
tion of showing them.  As far as I know, not a single one of 
those letters had any effect on anyone.228 

 
Why Ten Thousand Words  
Won’t Make Any Difference 

I came across a saying that may help to explain an un-
derlying factor that nullifies unequivocal and undeniable 
evidence.  It went something like this… 

 

When dealing with those who are ready to face the 
truth, one word may make all the difference. But if they 
are not ready to face the truth, then ten thousand 
words won’t make any difference.229 

 

My ten thousand words didn’t make any difference.  
And it did seem that it was because no one else in my con-
gregation was ready or able to face the truth at that time.  

But I also keep coming back to what the apostle Paul 
explained to the Thessalonians.  Although he didn’t have 
the Watchtower Society specifically in mind, the principle 
he stated would seem to apply to anyone when it comes to 
the truth about God.  Of the ones he was referring to he 
said… 

 

Because they did not accept the love of the truth that is 
why God lets an operation of error go to them that they 
may get to believing the lie.230 

 

According to this, the reason why some Witnesses can-
not face the truth is because they haven’t yet accepted the 
love of the truth.   It is evident that those elders had not ac-
cepted  it  when  they  told me  that  they  didn’t care if they 

 

                                                           
228 There was one family that I had studied with that allowed themselves to examine the evidence.  They all 
disassociated themselves.  
229 Highly paraphrased from an unknown source.  
230 2 Thessalonians 2:10,11 
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were being deceived and lied to by a bunch of apostates.  
There was an operation of a whole lot of error going on in 
their thinking at that time.  With what result?  They were 
able to continue “believing the lie” that the Watchtower So-
ciety is God’s organization. Since that’s what they wanted 
to believe then God let them believe it. As far as I know 
God is still letting them believe it. 

This explanation provides a possible answer why some 
Witnesses are bothered by what they see going on within 
their organization while others who see the same things are 
not bothered. They can say they are “in the Truth” as often 
as they like, but it is only when they are confronted by the 
truth that it becomes evident whether or not they have ac-
cepted the love of the truth.  

 

The Different Kinds of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 

1. Some Witnesses are concerned about what they see going on 
and are able to set aside the propaganda and even their own 
willful blindness and are already in the process of examining 
the evidence for themselves.231 Many of them are searching 
the Internet (usually anonymously) looking for answers.  

2. Some are willing to read so-called “apostate literature” but 
they know they are walking a very thin line.  If anyone in the 
congregation, even members of their own families, find out 
that they are checking up on “God’s organization” they may 
be reported to the elders in order to “readjust their thinking.” 
232 

3. There are Witnesses who are either not aware of any problems 
(usually newly baptized) or are perfectly willing to  “wait on 
Jehovah to correct his organization” no matter how long it 
takes.  

4. Some stay with the organization despite the problems they see 
only because they cannot see anything better.  They still be-
lieve that “there is nowhere else to go.” – See Chapter 22  

5. Others stay in order to keep from being disfellowshipped, 
which would destroy their relationship with their family mem-
bers who are not ready to leave with them. 

                                                           
231 See graphic on page 75. 
232 Elders’ bottom-line readjustments often come down to the following two questions:  “Do you believe the 
Society is God’s organization?” and, “Even if the Society is wrong, are you willing to wait on Jehovah to cor-
rect his organization?”    A “No” answer to either question leads to disfellowshipping for apostasy. 

It is only  
when they are 
confronted by 
the truth that 
it becomes  

evident 
whether or not 

they have  
accepted the 
love of the 

truth. 

BeSub
강조



 120

6. There are others who continue because they are in a comfort-
able routine and don’t want anything to upset it. They may not 
even care if the Society really is God’s organization or not. 

7. Some Witnesses have reached the point where they just go 
through the motions as they keep hoping and praying for  “a 
peaceful and secure new world that is about to replace the pre-
sent wicked, lawless system of things.” 233  

8. And then there are those who don’t try very hard to apply Bi-
ble principles in their lives despite their association with 
“God’s organization.” Thousands of Witnesses are disfellow-
shipped each year for immorality of some kind.234 

9. Finally, there may be many unhappy Jehovah’s Witnesses who 
are concerned about what they see going on but either don’t 
know what to do, or don’t dare to do anything about it. 235  

 
It’s not always easy to identify the various types of Wit-

nesses, especially when more than one is present. For ex-
ample, both Witnesses at the door may have serious ques-
tions or doubts about Watchtower doctrines or policies but 
they don’t dare to express their concerns in front of the 
other Witness.  Amongst themselves they tend to want to 
show how loyal they are to God’s organization.  It is only 
when you can speak with them privately that they may be 
more willing to express their true feelings or concerns. 

No matter how deeply captive they are to their organiza-
tional concept and no matter what pressures there are to 
keep them there, it is not so deep and the pressures are not 
so great that God cannot help them escape.   And no matter 
how long they have been living an illusion, it is not so long 
that God cannot help them see the reality.  In other words, 
no matter how impossible it may seem from a human stand-
point for Jehovah’s Witnesses to be able to realize what has 
happened to them, it is not impossible if God chooses to 
help them. 

The Kind of Witness 
God Chooses to Help 

                                                           
233 This has been stated on the masthead page of every Awake! magazine. 
234 They have even had to deal with the serious problem of child molesters within their “Christian Congrega-
tion of Jehovah’s Witnesses.” – Go to http://www.silentlambs.org to see how extensive this problem is. 
235 There is one other kind of Witnesses.  They feel that the Society’s leadership has seriously deviated from 
the Christian religion Jesus had in mind. They are anonymously trying to reform the organization from the in-
side. But most former Witnesses feel that it is not possible for the Society to be reform in any meaningful way. 
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If God lets those who do not accept the love the truth be-
lieve the lie then perhaps He helps those that do have that 
love to stop believing the lie. This is also suggested in the 
instructions that Paul gave to Timothy about how to bring 
the truth to the attention of those who believe the lie…  

 

Paraphrase of 2 Timothy 2:23-26 
 ‘A slave of the Lord does not need to fight Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, but needs to be gentle towards them, in-
structing them with mildness as perhaps God may 
give them repentance leading to an accurate 
knowledge of the truth about the Watchtower Society 
and they may come back to their proper senses.’  

 

Although it is good to have evidence that Jehovah’s 
Witnesses need to know (like that found in Chapter 3) and 
to be able to present it in a mild and gentle way, whether or 
not they will be able to get the sense of it ultimately de-
pends on what God does.  Notice that it isn’t the evidence 
that will lead them to an accurate knowledge of the truth 
about their religion. It is God giving them repentance that 
will do it. And according to what Paul said previously, it 
appears that God only gives it to those who “accept the love 
of the truth.” – 2 Thessalonians 2:10,11 

It is not possible to force anyone to accept that kind of 
love, or to change a Witness who isn’t ready to face the 
truth into one who is. But it may be possible to help some 
kinds of Witnesses notice some of the interesting things 
their Proclaimers book is willing to tell them, and then 
leave it up to God to enable them to get the sense of what it 
all means. 236 

The following presents some personal observations and 
thoughts about how I would go about trying to apply what 
Paul told Timothy above - while always keeping in mind 
that there is nothing I can say or do that will bring them 
“back to their proper senses.”  Only God can do that. 
 

                                                           
236 The Proclaimers book may be available on the Internet. 
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 CCoorrrreeccttiinngg  TThheeiirr  MMiissttaakkee  
Matthew 24:45: ”Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom 
[Jesus] appointed over his [disciples], to give them their [spiritual] 
food at the proper time?  46 Happy is that slave if [Jesus] on arriving 
finds him doing so. 47 Truly I say to you he will appoint him over all 
his [earthly interests].”  (Luke’s account is located at 12:35-44)237 

  
 

N order to escape the concept holding them captive, Je-
hovah’s Witnesses will need to correct the mistake that 

caused them to become captives in the first place… 
 

 The Mistake 
 
 
 
 
 

In order to correct this mistake they will need to go back 
and examine what the Society had been teaching down till 
1919 in connection with their interpretation of Matthew 
24:45-47 238… 

 

Correcting The Mistake 
 
 
 
 
 

The easy part about such an examination is that it isn’t 
necessary to try to prove that any of those teachings men-
tioned in Chapter 3 were false.  The Governing Body al-
ready admits that they were false. 239 The difficult part is 
not just getting Jehovah’s Witnesses to notice the Society’s 
pre-1919 teachings that were not true.  Many  already know 

 

                                                           
237 Review “Matthew 24:45-47 – The Most Important Scripture in Watchtower Theology,” p. 18 ff. 
238 Chapter 5, p. 44 ff. 
239 The fact that they have changed all those teachings mentioned in Chapter 3 means that they recognized that 
they were all false. It’s just that they don’t use the word “false” when referring to them. See page 55 for the 
long list of the other terms they use in place of the word  “ false.” 
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about some of them.  The difficult part is getting them to 
look at those teachings today the same way Jesus 
would have looked at them in 1919. 

For example, many Witnesses have heard at least some-
thing about Rutherford’s Millions Now Living Will Never 
Die. The Proclaimers book openly refers to it several 
times.240  But it doesn’t register with them that Rutherford 
was teaching that “godless myth” 241 right in front of Jesus 
Christ all during the year they say Jesus was examining him 
to make sure that what he was teaching was “proper and 
timely.” Why don’t they notice this? Or if they do notice it, 
why doesn’t it concern them? 

 

Watch Out For Proverbs 4:18 
A major factor that prevents them from realizing that the 

Society would have failed a food-at-the-proper-time exami-
nation in 1919 is the way have been trained to apply Prov-
erbs 4:18. They simply view all of their former teachings 
(including all those mentioned in Chapter 3) as “old light” 
that were eventually corrected by “new light” according to 
the “progressive revelation” way they interpret this Scrip-
ture.242 But all pre-1919 Watchtower teachings need to be 
viewed in light of the way they interpret Matthew 24:45-47 
rather than the way they interpret Proverbs 4:18…  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
240 Review Chapter 3, “48 Teachings Jesus Examined,” pages 30-22. 
241 “Godless myth” is one of the terms the Society uses when referring to the teachings of other religions that 
they say are not true. See the long list of other uncomplimentary terms they use on page 56. 
242 See Chapter 8, “Using the Bible to Keep Themselves Captive,” page 63.   
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IMPORTANT POINT: Even if Proverbs 4:18 did have 
anything to do with how God progressively reveals the truth 
to his people, the Society would have to first pass Jesus’ ex-
amination before it could apply that way to them.243 

More and more Witnesses are becoming self-motivated 
to make this examination because of their concerns about 
things that they see going on which are not consistent with 
the Society’s claim to being God’s organization.  But there 
may be others who have similar concerns but don’t realize 
that the answer to them lies in correcting the above mistake 
by making the above examination. The following presents a 
different way of thinking that gives Witnesses a reason to 
help someone else make this examination whether the Wit-
nesses feel the need to make it for themselves or not. It tries 
to take into account their way of looking at things.  

 
Teaching Themselves the Truth 

Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t spend a billion hours a year 
looking for someone to teach them anything—especially 
that the Watchtower Society is not God’s organization.244 
Their purpose is to teach everyone else that it is. They are 
instructed to do so as soon as possible… 

 

Bible students need to get acquainted with the or-
ganization of the "one flock" Jesus spoke about at 
John 10:16. They must appreciate that identifying 
themselves with Jehovah's organization is essen-
tial to their salvation (Rev. 7:9, 10, 15) Therefore, we 
should start directing our Bible students to the or-
ganization as soon as a Bible study is established.245  

 

This different way of thinking tries to take advantage of 
their desire to teach others that the Watchtower Soci-
ety is God’s organization in the hope that in the process 
they may teach themselves  that it isn’t.  This possible  

                                                           
243 See pages 64-68 where it explains that the ‘DIMMER-switch’ way they interpret Proverbs 4:18 is not the 
way their changes in their teachings occur. They simply turn old teaching OFF and new ones ON.  
244 The May 1, 1984 “Questions From Readers” says, “Witnesses do not go to people’s doors searching for 
truth or enlightenment. Rather, they already have devoted countless hours learning the truth from God’s Word 
and, having taken in the “good news,” they are obediently going forth to share it.”  But they have not spent 
“countless hours learning the truth” about their organization’s history. 
245 November, 1990 Kingdom Ministry 
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outcome is based on a principle of teaching the apostle Paul 
explained to the Romans.  It may be the most mild and gen-
tle way of teaching 246 and therefore the most effective and 
convincing way of learning when it comes to something as 
personal as one’s spiritual beliefs… 

 

Do you, the one teaching someone else not teach 
yourself? - Romans 2:21  

 

According to this principle, if Jehovah’s Witnesses can 
become involved in teaching someone else about the Soci-
ety’s history they may teach themselves the truth about it. 
The easiest way to get them involved is to ask for their 
help to learn about it. Since their Governing Body in-
structs them to teach others about their organization as soon 
as possible, they should be pleased to do whatever they can 
to help those who ask about it.   Especially when their Janu-
ary, 2004 Kingdom Ministry tells them… 

 

When starting a conversation, you will likely have a 
subject in mind. However, if the person indicates that 
some other issue is of pressing personal interest, do 
not hesitate to discuss that instead if you are able to do 
so, or offer to return with some helpful information. 

 

Here their Governing Body is obligating them to be will-
ing to talk about whatever “issue is of pressing personal in-
terest” to those they meet in their ministry.  The only issue 
that needs to be discussed is the history of the Watchtower 
Society as it relates to their interpretation of Matthew 
24:45-47.  

 

The Best Way to Get Along  
With Jehovah’s Witnesses 

When it comes to the Bible, Jehovah’s Witnesses view 
themselves as the teachers and everyone else on earth as po-
tential students.   The only time they view themselves as 
students is when “God’s organization” is the teacher. There-
fore, the best way to get along with them is to let them be 
the teachers.   Remember that it isn’t a matter of trying to  
                                                           
246 2 Timothy 2:24,25 
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teach them that they are wrong but rather that they may 
teach themselves the truth about their organization’s history  
while they are in the process of “teaching someone else”   
about it. – Romans 2:21 

Although they would like to teach the same things that 
mistakenly convinced them that the Society is God’s or-
ganization (see left hand columns on pages 15,16), these 
subjects should only be considered if a history study proves 
that this is the organization that God has chosen to teach 
these things to the rest of mankind.  

But although they are the teachers, the above Kingdom 
Ministry tells them that they should let the student pick 
the subject. 

 

The Student/Teacher Relationship 
There are several advantages to being the student.  For 

one thing the student doesn’t have to teach or prove or con-
vince the teacher of anything.   The student has the freedom 
to ask questions, listen, read, research, make observations 
and then accept or reject what is being taught.  

This student/teacher relationship also eliminates debat-
ing, which seldom accomplishes anything.247  Debating oc-
curs when there are two or more teachers trying to out-teach 
each other.  But when there is only one teacher there is no 
one to debate with.   

Also, as long as Jehovah’s Witnesses feel they are the 
ones doing the teaching they are not as likely to go on the 
defensive when the subject of the organization’s history 
comes up.  You don’t want them to defend that history—
you want them to discover it.  And the longer they are not 
on the defensive the better chance there is for them to dis-
cover it. 

It is not easy to remain a passive student when the stu-
dent knows the truth and the teacher doesn’t. It takes con-
stant effort to fight the tendency to want to teach. But as 
soon  as  Witnesses  sense  that  someone  is  trying to teach 

  

                                                           
247 See comments from When Prophecies Fail on top of page 115. 
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them something negative about their organization or its 
Governing Body  their  minds  shift  into  a defensive mode. 
Once that happens the learning process usually comes to an 
end.  
 

Watchtower History Study 
As explained on page 45, a history study needs to be 

conducted before a Bible study is even considered because 
it is a history study—not a Bible study—that proves whether 
or not the Society is God’s organization.  If Watchtower 
history showed that this is the organization that Jesus ap-
pointed  in the spring of 1919 to teach the Bible to everyone 
else, then it would make sense to take them up on their offer 
of a free Bible study.   But again, those who do a history 
study first don’t ask for a Bible study later. 

Teaching Watchtower history is not easy for Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses for a couple of reasons… 

   

1. They have not studied it themselves. 
2. There isn’t any program set up for them to teach it. 

 

But the above Kingdom Ministry gives them an easy way 
out.   It tells them that if they are not able to discuss a par-
ticular subject at the time, they should “return with some 
helpful information.”  The helpful information they need to 
return with is their Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom book. If 
they don’t offer to do this, I would ask them to do it. 248  
The following suggestions assume that the Proclaimers 
book has been obtained.   

 
“Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom” 

The Book of Watchtower History 
The easiest way for them to teach what is in this book is 
 

                                                           
248 Some Witnesses may offer to explain some of the Society’s history ‘off the top of their head.’  If they do it 
will come out the same way it was explained to them.  I made the mistake of just accepting what I was told 
about the Society’s history.  The first question I asked was,  “Aren’t Jehovah’s Witnesses the ones who fore-
told the end of the world a time or two?”  The answer I got was, “No. It was other religions that have done 
that.”    I don’t feel that the Witness who gave me that answer was intentionally lying.  He was just repeating 
what he had been told. It wasn’t until twenty years later that I finally looked up the answer to my question for 
myself. The point is that although it is alright to listen to what Witnesses have to say about the Society’s his-
tory, don’t wait twenty years to check to see if what they said was true. Today, the Internet has made it much 
easier to learn the history of the Watchtower Society then it was in the 1970s. 
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to let people read it for themselves.  If they really care 
about helping others learn about their organization they 
should be willing to lend it to those who ask for it. Al-
though this book is not as candid as it should have been, it 
is candid enough about a few very important former teach-
ings that might begin to get the attention of some Witnesses 
if only they were able to notice what it says. If it does get 
their attention they may then become self-motivated to want 
to look at the Society’s actual pre-1919 literature (Russell’s 
Studies In The Scriptures and Rutherford’s The Finished 
Mystery) to teach themselves if there was anything else the 
Society had been teaching that would not have passed an 
examination by Jesus Christ in 1919. Those who do look 
will discover numerous other false teachings (including the 
thirty-eight listed on page 33) along with the thousands of 
false statements and reasonings that were used to support 
them.  They may finally begin to realize that they have not 
been told the truth about the organization’s history. 

 

‘Once the Bell Has Been Rung’ 
The following presents an approach that may help some 

Witnesses ‘hear’ some of the things their Proclaimers book 
has to say whether they are ready to face the truth or not. At 
least they will hear some things they were not aware of and 
“once the bell has been rung it cannot be unrung.”  If what 
they hear has no effect on them today because they are not 
ready to face the truth, it may have some effect in the future 
if they ever do become ready to face it.               

 
The Starting Point: Matthew 24:45-47249 

As the student, the first thing I would mention that I 
learned from the Proclaimers book is the importance of 
their teaching that the Society is God’s organization. I 
would acknowledge that if it is then I would want to know 
it. I would mention how often the book refers to Matthew 
24:45-47 to explain the reason why God selected the 
Watchtower Society  was  because  they  were the only reli- 

                                                           
249 A question that may get Witnesses thinking about Matthew 24:45-47:  “Why did God select the Watchtower 
Society rather then some other religion?”  Answer is on page 161 of the Knowledge book.  (Appendix, p. 145) 
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gion that had been teaching the right things at the right time 
down till 1919.  And that is why they received the appoint-
ment mentioned in verse 47.250 

I would make sure that that not only I understand it the 
way the Society teaches it, but also that they understand it 
the way the Society teaches it.  As important as this Scrip-
ture is to the very foundation of the Watchtower religion, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses have just accepted what they were told 
about it without checking to make sure that what they were 
told is true.  This is that one mistake they have all made.251 
But as their student I am not going to make that same mis-
take. With the help of the Proclaimers book I will conduct 
the same examination of the Society’s pre-1919 teachings 
that they say Jesus conducted. 252 

Although Jehovah’s Witnesses have never done this 
themselves, they should have confidence that whatever the 
Proclaimers book says will be the same as what they have 
been led to believe. The following are a few important pre-
1919 teachings that I personally would mention that I 
learned from their book and how they affect me… 

 
Russell, Rutherford, 1914 & 

The Second Coming of Christ 
Out of some sixteen million people who had anything to 

do with the Watchtower Society in 2004,253 it is possible 
that not a single one of them realizes that the Proclaimers 
book teaches that the Society’s first two presidents never 
knew that Jesus returned in 1914 to begin his Second Com-
ing or “invisible presence” (assuming he did return in that 
year). And so I would let them know that I was surprised to 
learn this from their book.  I would think that most Wit-
nesses will be just as surprised, although they may not care 
to show it. But whether they are willing to admit it or not, 
they will have heard something they didn’t know, and ‘once 
the bell has been rung’… 

 
                                                           
250 See Proclaimers book Index under the heading, “Faithful and discreet slave.” 
251 Chapter 5, “The One Mistake All Jehovah’s Witnesses Have Made,” page 44. 
252 Their Knowledge book explains their interpretation on page 161. See Appendix, p. 145. 
253 In 2004 there were 16,760,607 people who attended their annual “Memorial of Christ’s Death.” 
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While trying very hard to remain the student I would 
wonder out loud why God apparently didn’t want Russell or 
Rutherford to ever know when his Son had returned, espe-
cially when he knew they were teaching the wrong date 
(1874) and that he was going to send Jesus to examine what 
they were teaching to make sure that they were teaching the 
right date (1914).  What sense does that make? It doesn’t 
make any sense.  But God is going to have to help them re-
alize that it doesn’t make any sense. And it also doesn’t fit 
their interpretation of Matthew 24:45-47.  What Russell and 
Rutherford taught about the time of the Second Coming of 
Christ for almost seven decades was never proper or timely. 
– Review Chapter 3, pages 22-26. 

 
‘We are not your  

faithful and discreet slave.’ 
I would mention what I learned on page 143 where it 

says (without saying) that in 1919 the Society denied being 
Jesus’ “faithful and discreet slave” and therefore they did 
not accept his appointment mentioned in verse 47.  Here too 
I would wonder why God did not let them know that they 
were this “slave” so that they would have accepted Jesus’ 
appointment when they say he offered it.  God knew that 
what they were teaching was not true and therefore that they 
would fail his Son’s examination on such an important mat-
ter.   Again, what sense does that make? - Review Chapter 3, 
pp. 26-28 

 
“Millions Now Living Will Never Die” 
Although Witnesses may be familiar with this title, they 

don’t think about the fact that President Rutherford was 
teaching several things about this subject that were not true 
all during the period of time they say that Jesus was exam-
ining him to make sure that he was faithfully and discreetly 
dispensing   “proper and timely spiritual food.” 254    But I 
(the student)  would  let  the  teacher  know  that  I  do think 

 

                                                           
254 Page 161 of their Knowledge book leads the reader to believe that Rutherford had been dispensing “proper 
and timely spiritual food” while Jesus was examining him.  See paragraph 4 in the Appendix,  p. 145. 
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about that fact. I would quote some of the strange things the 
Proclaimers book says about Rutherford’s “exciting mes-
sage they proclaimed” and wonder how they can say such 
positive things about a teaching that failed Jesus’ examina-
tion. – Review pages 30-32 

 
“The World Magazine” 

(August 30, 1914) 
 

“The terrific war outbreak in Europe has fulfilled an extraordinary 
prophecy.”  255 

 

I would try to bring this subject up because it is referring 
to  “an extraordinary prophecy” that does not exist.  But as 
the student I would not try to just tell them that it doesn’t 
exist. I would ask them to find it for me because it isn’t 
mentioned in the Proclaimers book.256  If they will sin-
cerely try to find a 25-year prophecy where Russell had 
foretold the beginning of a war in Europe (or anywhere else 
on earth) in 1914 they will teach themselves that it 
does not exist. 257  Will they care? They might if they 
have “accepted the love of the truth.” - 2 Thessalonians 2:10,11  

 
Christmas, Birthdays, the Cross and 

the Great Pyramid of Gizeh  
Depending how things are going, I might mention the 

above four teachings that the Proclaimers book says were 
“abandoned” sometime after 1919.258  While Witnesses tend 
to automatically process those teachings through Proverbs 
4:18 and simply dismiss them as “old light,” I would proc-
ess them through Matthew 24:45-47 and notice that they too 
would have failed a food-at-the-proper-time examination in 
1919. 

 

                                                           
255 Review Chapter 12, “What They Say Is Not What They Always Do,” pp. 88-90 
256 As explained back on page 90, the paragraph next to the above insert in the Proclaimers book changes the 
prophecy The World Magazine was referring to in its title from the “End of All Kingdoms in 1914” to ‘the end 
of the Gentile Times in 1914.’  In order to notice the switch one needs to see the title of the article as shown on 
page 88.  But the Proclaimers book does not show or even mention the title. 
257 Review Chapter 12, “What They Say Is Not What They Always Do,” pages 88-91. 
258 Pages 200, 201.   See also Chapter 3,  “48 Teachings Jesus Examined,” pages 34, 35. 
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How Would I Have Reacted? 
Today my reaction to a study of the history of Watch-

tower Society is to conclude the same things Peter Greger-
son and Raymond Franz concluded following their own his-
tory studies.259   I would let the Witness teacher know that I 
don’t see how the Society could have passed an examina-
tion by Jesus Christ based on what they had been teaching 
down till 1919.260 

I have often thought about how I would have reacted to 
such a study when I still believed that the Society was God’s 
organization—when I was still a captive of that concept.  I 
can remember a period of several years after I first realized 
something was seriously wrong in 1976 that I was not ready 
to discover that the Society wasn’t God’s organization.  I 
was perfectly willing to be challenged about what I believed 
about God’s name, the Trinity, hell, the soul, and the condi-
tion of the dead.  But if someone tried to direct me to the 
Society’s history I distinctly remember going out of   my 
way not to look (willful blindness). If something did get 
through to me I was able to rationalize that whatever went 
on in the past did not matter today. I had been trained to 
think that way and that training worked for several years. 

Although what had been bothering me caused me to re-
sign as an elder in 1978, it wasn’t until about 1984 that I 
was finally ready to face the truth, even if it meant that the 
Watchtower Society was not God’s organization.   Once I 
reached that point I allowed myself to do a history study.   It 
didn’t take very long after that to conclude that God has 
never had  anything  to  do  with this organization.  But I’m 
afraid that even if the Proclaimers book had been available 
in 1976, it might not have been able to help me until I was 
ready to face the truth in 1984.  

 

                                                           
259 Pages 43 and 45. 
260 NOTE: I would expect that they will want to bring up some of the Society’s teachings that have not 
changed since 1919 such as God’s name, the Trinity, Jesus is not God, immortality of the soul, the condition of 
the dead, and hell.  If they do, then as mentioned in footnote #74 on page 40, I would refer them to page 622 in 
the Proclaimers book where it acknowledges that the Society was not the only religion that was teaching these 
same things. And that if these teachings would have passed Jesus’ examination in 1919 they would have 
passed no matter who was teaching them.   
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How Will Jehovah’s Witnesses React? 
Although it may be possible to bring some of those 

teachings considered in Chapter 3 to their attention, it is not 
possible to effect how they will react to them.   How they 
react will depend on what kind of Witnesses they are.261  If 
they have “the love the truth”262 in them somewhere, and if 
they are ready to face the truth, and especially if God is in 
the process of giving them repentance,263 then what they 
hear may cause them to feel the need to conduct their own 
history study with Matthew 24:45-47 in mind in order to 
correct the mistake they originally made before they got 
baptized.   

But if they have not reached this point then they will 
likely not feel the need to do anything except “wait on God 
to correct his organization.” 264  

Regardless of the kind of Witnesses that are out there, 
the above approach is designed to get them to at least ‘hear 
the bell ring.’ According to what Paul told Timothy, all any 
human can do is to ‘ring’ it as mildly and gently as possible. 
God will have to help them understand what the ‘ring' 
means. - 2 Timothy 2:23-25 

 
“Would You Welcome a Visit?” 

This question appears on the back cover of every Watch-
tower magazine and on the Society’s website. It leads to an 
invitation to their “free Bible study” program.  Although 
millions of people have accepted their offer, they did so 
without ever learning about the organization’s true history. 
Is there anyone on earth who could know its history  (and 
therefore how often it is misrepresented today) and still ac-
cept their offer?  I would let them know that I am unable to 
do so. 

 
FINALLY: Evidence is only able to help those who are 
willing to meet up with reality… 
                                                           
261 “The Different Kinds of Jehovah’s Witnesses,” page 119 
262 2 Thessalonians 2:10,11 
263 2 Timothy 2:25 
264 May 1, 1957 Watchtower, p. 284. See Chapter 1, page 13. 
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WWhheenn  IIlllluussiioonn    
MMeeeettss  UUpp  WWiitthh  RReeaalliittyy  

“I cannot believe that ‘ignorance is bliss,’ or that there is any kind-
ness in encouraging people to live in illusions.  Sooner or later, illu-
sion must meet up with reality.” – Raymond Franz 
 
 

LLUSION has met up with reality for thousands of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. Many of them have related their re-

markably similar experiences on the Internet.  In most cases 
the transition from illusion to reality has been long and usu-
ally painful,265 but they are now grateful to no longer be 
captives of the illusionary concept that God was dealing 
with them by means of the Watchtower’s fictional “faithful 
and discreet slave organization.” I don’t know of anyone 
who allowed themselves to met up with reality and then 
say, “I’m sorry I learned the truth about the Watchtower 
Society.”  

One of the major concerns for those who have met up 
with reality is where else they can go to worship God.  All 
those years they were convinced that the Society is God’s 
organization they were equally convinced that every other 
religion isn’t.  Some may feel like that elder who said that if 
the Society isn’t God’s organization then he might as well 
go out and “eat, drink and be merry” because it meant to 
him that there is no God.266 

Such feelings are the result of years of being reminded, 
and reminding others, that there is nowhere else to go, or 
that there is no other acceptable way to worship God.  
Amazingly, the Scripture that the Watchtower’s leaders 
have always used to prove that there is nowhere else to go is 
the very Scripture that says there is—John 6:68. 

 
 

                                                           
265 It took me nine years to make the transition from when I first sensed that something was seriously wrong to 
when I was able to conclude that the Society’s wasn’t God’s organization.  With the advent of the Internet the 
needed evidence is much more readily available now and so the transition can be much shorter for those who 
are ready to face the reality. 
266 p. 115 
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John 6:68 
Jesus had just asked Peter if he wanted to follow some-

one else.  Peter answered…  
 

Lord, whom shall we go away to?  You have sayings 
of everlasting life. – John 6:68 

 

Peter was acknowledging that there is nowhere else to 
go but to Christ.  But note what the Governing Body does 
with Peter’s response… 

 
NOWHERE ELSE TO GO 

We will be impelled to serve [God] loyally with his 
organization if we remember that there is nowhere 
else to go for life eternal. – John 6:66-69 267 

 

On page 18 of the March 15, 1988 Watchtower their ex-
planation goes like this… 

 

Peter knew there was nowhere else to go because Je-
sus had “sayings of everlasting life.  Are you as de-
termined to remain loyal [not to Jesus but] to Jeho-
vah’s organization? 

 

Even if Witnesses look at John 6:68 they are unable to 
notice what it says. What they see is as if Peter had said… 

 

Lord, where [not “whom”] shall we go away to? The 
Watchtower Society has sayings of everlasting life.   

 

This switching of Peter’s words from the person of Jesus 
Christ to the organization of the Watchtower Society with-
out anyone noticing the switch, testifies to how deeply cap-
tive everyone is locked into the concept holding them cap-
tive.  

Note the following reasoning that convinces Witnesses 
why there is nowhere else to go to worship God…  

 

Suppose a person was to separate himself from [the 
Watchtower Society].  Where could he go?  Is he not 
faced with the  same issue that confronted Jesus'  apos- 
 

                                                           
267 November 15,  1992 Watchtower, p. 21 
NOTE: Although it isn’t necessary to compare what the Bible says with what the Society says, this is another 
example where it is difficult not to point out the difference.  Also see Matthew 7:15-20 on page 61. 
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tles when he asked them if they also wanted to leave 
him? The apostle Peter rightly replied: “Lord, whom 
shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting 
life.” (John 6:68)  There is nowhere else to go but to 
(1) ‘Babylon the Great,’ the world empire of false re-
ligion, or (2) into the clutches of Satan’s political wild 
beast. 268 
 

Notice again how they equate one’s relationship with the 
Watchtower Society today with the apostle’s relationship 
with Jesus Christ in the first century.  Their position is that 
there are only three possibilities open to mankind… 

 
GOD’S organization: The Watchtower Society               (Matthew 24:45-47) 
SATAN’S religious organization: “Babylon the Great”  (Revelation 18:2-4) 
SATAN’S political organization: “The wild beast”          (Revelation 20:10) 

 

These are the only possibilities Jehovah’s Witnesses can 
see.  If this is all there is then maybe the Watchtower Soci-
ety isn’t so bad after all no matter what went on in its his-
tory.  But is this all there is? 

 

An Alternative to “God’s Organization” 
Ron Frye 269 offers some insight and suggestions for 

those who have been captured by illusionary concepts and 
are willing to consider a fourth possibility of simply ‘going 
to Christ’ as Peter acknowledged above… 

 

Some who come away from a highly structured religious system 
find themselves confused and disoriented religiously.  They may not 
even be sure what they believe anymore.  Why? 

The root of the problem lies in the failure of having built on the 
“rock” of obedience to the commands of Jesus Christ. They allowed 
men to determine for them what constituted obedience rather than lis-
tening to Christ. 

Then when their relationship with these men came to an end the 
foundation upon which they had structured their house of faith was 
washed away.  The end result was loss of spiritual security. 

When the loss of spiritual security is coupled with the loss of fam-
ily and friends and a whole way of life, the experience  becomes ex-
tremely burdensome.   It  is  at  that point a person is most vulnerable  
 
 

                                                           
268 March 15, 1988 Watchtower,  pp. 18,19  
269 For information about Ron Frye go to  http://www.xjw.com/ronmavis.html 
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and   in danger of a permanent loss of faith. 
If this would happen to us we should learn from it and avoid a re-

currence of such a calamity.    It should make us more determined to  
rebuild our structure of faith on a better foundation, namely, obedi-
ence to our Lord Jesus Christ – not looking to men or organizations 
to give us direction. 

There is no security in man-made religious structures.  The only 
security to be had is that which accompanies obedience to Jesus 
Christ.  This constitutes God’s will for us – being obedient to the 
commands of his Son. 

There simply is no other way.  It matters not what men and reli-
gious organizations say that go beyond what Christ has said.    Men 
and or organizations may cast themselves in the role of savior, as 
does the Watchtower Society.270  When they say you must be with US; 
you must be loyal to US; you must be obedient to US – they are as-
suming the place that only Christ occupies.271 

Some people buy into these presumptuous claims and get trapped 
and become captives of other men.    Because a religious sect attracts 
some and grows to become a sizable religious entity does not validate 
it as approved and blessed by God.   Any number of such groups can 
point to such growth and expansion. 

 To be sure, many powerful works have been performed by such 
groups and continue to be performed.  But their powerful works – 
done in the name of God – do not validate their ministry. – Matthew 
7:21-23 

What brings recognition from Christ and validates ones Christian 
course is doing the Father’s will.  And how do we determine the Fa-
ther’s will?  By listening to his Son.  And how do we listen to his Son?  
By meditating on his recorded word; by putting into practice what we 
learn and by looking to him as the living Lord in our life. 

We have access to Christ in a living way when we address him as 
our mediator in prayer.  He is alive to plead to the Father in our be-
half.  The spirit of Christ can comfort and sustain us. – 1 Timothy 2:5; 
Romans 8:9,34272 

 

Someone else expressed an alternative to “God’s organi-
zation” this way… 

 
 
 

                                                           
270 On page 21 of the 11/15/81 Watchtower they say, “Come to Jehovah’s organization for salvation.” 
271 The Watchtower’s religious leaders have never said,  ‘YOU must be loyal to US’ or “YOU must be obedi-
ent to US.” They say, “WE must be loyal/obedient to God’s organization.”  But that means just what Ron 
Frye is saying.  If only they would say it this way Jehovah’s Witnesses just might be able to notice that their 
religious leaders are in fact “assuming a place that only Christ occupies.”  See Chapter 6, “Who Is God’s Or-
ganization?” 
272  Ron Frye’s The Christian Respondent,  http://www.xjw.com/cr-ordr.html  
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Beware of "organization.” It is wholly unnecessary. 
The Bible rules will be the only rules you will need. Do 
not seek to bind others' consciences, and do not permit 
others to bind yours.  Believe and obey so far as you 
understand God’s Word today, and so continue grow-
ing in grace and knowledge and love day by day. 

 

The men who said these things would not be permitted 
to have “approved association” with Jehovah’s Witnesses or 
its Governing Body today.273  The first statement was made 
by one of their former traveling overseers. The latter was 
made in 1895 by the Society’s President Charles Taze Rus-
sell! 274  It would seem that the “rules you will need” to 
worship God have changed considerably since Russell 
wrote those words. 275  

Many former Jehovah’s Witnesses have released them-
selves from their self-imposed captivity that was created by 
the illusionary concept that God was dealing with them by 
means of the Watchtower organization. But since then 
many have once again allowed themselves to come into 
captivity.  But this time it’s the one mentioned by the apos-
tle Paul… 

 

For we are overturning reasonings and every lofty 
thing raised up against the knowledge of God; and we 
are bringing every thought into captivity to 
make it obedient to the Christ.276 

 

Most Jehovah’s Witnesses have sincerely tried to do 
what Paul said here. But in the process they got sidetracked 
by the “reasonings and every lofty thing raised up against 
the knowledge of God” by the men who have formed the 
leadership of the Watchtower religion.  As a result, they 
have unintentionally become obedient to those men—men 
who will not permit their followers to be obedient to the 
Christ apart from themselves. 

 

                                                           
273 April 1, 1986 Watchtower. See Chapter 10, p. 80 
274 September 15, 1895 Watch Tower. 
275 One has to wonder what Russell would think today about the religion that claims him as its founder.  It is 
now a religion that is not just an “organization” but claims to be God’s “organization.”   It is now a religion 
that could not exist without “organization” – something Russell said was “wholly unnecessary.” 
276 2 Corinthians 10:5 
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But there are many former Witnesses who have become 
obedient to the Christ apart from the Watchtower’s Govern-
ing Body.  As difficult as it was to let go of the illusion that 
had sustained many of them for decades, they are grateful 
for whatever help they received along the way to see the re-
ality.  

 
In Conclusion 

It is hoped that this information may help the reader bet-
ter understand… 

 

1. The illusionary concept that holds Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses captive. 

  

2. How it has been maintained by a very few men who 
are themselves captives of the same concept and who have 
been unable or unwilling to face the reality of their religion. 
 

3. Why it is so difficult for them to not only face the re-
ality that the Watchtower Society is not God’s organization,  
but then to make the life-altering decisions that the reality 
forces upon them.  And that even with divine intervention 
such a realization and the decisions that must follow will 
take time. 
 

It is also hoped that this information may make it easier 
to look forward to the Witnesses’ next visit rather than 
dreading it.   
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RReevviieeww  
According to the Society’s interpretation of Matthew 
24:45-47, there is only one thing that needs to be 
known about the Watchtower Society and there is 
only one way to know it.  

  
  

1. The only thing that needs to be known:  
 

Is the Watchtower Society God’s organization?  All other teachings de-
pend upon what “God’s organization” currently says the Bible says whether 
the Bible says it or not. Pages 15,16 
 

2. The only way to know if the Society is God’s organization:  
By examining the same pre-1919 teachings they say Jesus examined. 

According to their interpretation of Matthew 24:45-47 the only way they 
could be God’s organization today is if they passed Jesus’ examination in 
1919 and therefore received the appointment mentioned in verse 47. Page 20 

 

3. The concept that holds Jehovah’s Witnesses captive: 
“The Watchtower Society is God’s organization.”  They believe that all 

of God’s direction to mankind comes only through this one “channel.”   
This organizational concept is the dominant controlling force in their lives 
without them realizing it. Page 11 
 

4. The most important teaching in Watchtower theology:  
 

“The Watchtower Society is God’s organization.”  It is just as Peter Gre-
gerson observed, “Everything always comes back to the question, not “Is 
Jesus the Christ, ” but rather, “Is the Watchtower Society God’s organiza-
tion?” – Page 15 
 

5. The most important Scripture in Watchtower theology: 
 

Matthew 24:45-47. Their claim to being God’s organization is based 
upon the way they interpret this Scripture. Page 18 
 

6. The most important event in Watchtower history: 
 

They claim that Jesus appointed the Society over all his earthly interests 
in the spring of 1919 in fulfillment of Matthew 24:47. Pages 19,41 
 

7. The one mistake all Jehovah’s Witnesses have made: 
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They all failed to examine the Society’s claim to be “God’s faithful and 
discreet slave organization” based upon what it had been teaching down till 
1919 A.D. in fulfillment of Matthew 24:45-47. The reason why there are 
millions of Jehovah’s Witnesses as of 2005 A.D. is not because they all did 
make this examination.  It is because they all didn’t make it. Page 44  
 

8. Who is “God’s organization”? 
In actual practice the terms used for “God’s organization” refer to the 

men who are hidden behind those terms.  Prior to 1976 they referred to the 
one man who was the president.  Since 1976 they refer to the men of their 
Governing Body.  No one can be loyal to “God’s organization” unless they 
are loyal to their religious leaders by accepting all their current teachings, 
including the ones that are not true. Pages 47-50 
 

9. Why Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t notice that the Society has had 
numerous false teachings and prophecies: 

The men they look to for their spiritual guidance and direction refuse to 
use the words “false” or “prophecies” when referring to there teachings and 
prophecies that were false. Page 51 

 

10. The 2nd most important Scripture in Watchtower theology:  
Proverbs 4:18.  They use this verse to explain away every teaching 

that turns out not to be true. Without realizing it, they are blaming God 
whenever they misunderstand something.  For example, if God had revealed 
the correct date of Jesus’ return to Russell in 1876 then he, Rutherford and 
Knorr would not have announced the wrong date for 67 years.  And so, 
whose fault was it that they got that date wrong? - Page 63. 

 

11. Why All Jehovah’s Witnesses Believe the Same: 
Because their Governing Body does not allow anyone in their religion 

who disagrees with what they are currently teaching—even if what they are 
teaching isn’t true. – Pages 76-81 

 

12. Those whom Jehovah’s Witnesses have followed: 
Their willingness to change what they believe whenever their religious 

leaders change what they teach shows that they have been following those 
men rather than God’s Word.  It also shows that the final authority for what 
they believe is their religious leaders rather than the Bible. Pages 82, 101,102 
  

13. Why the Governing Body cannot present a truly candid his-
tory of the Watchtower Society: 
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They are not able to face a truly candid history of it.277 
 

14. The key to escape from the concept holding Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses captive: 

They need to come to realize that the Watchtower Society is not God’s 
organization. Page 114 
 

15. Why it is so difficult for Jehovah’s Witnesses to even want to 
look for the above key, let alone find it and then use it to unlock 
themselves and walk away from the Watchtower religion: 

They know what lies ahead of them if they leave. The Governing Body 
has made leaving their religion a very painful, life altering experience.  One 
must face the real possibility of loosing their close relationship with their 
family members who do not leave with them. Page 108 

 

16. How might they be helped to notice the key to their escape, 
whether they are ready to use it or not: 

Ask them for a history study of the Watchtower Society. If they can be-
come involved in teaching about the organization’s history they may teach 
themselves some of the truth about it. – Romans 2:21, Pages 45, 127 

 

17. If everything the Watchtower Society is teaching today is true 
it would mean that it is not God’s organization.  Why? 

If they could pass an examination by Jesus Christ because of what they 
are teaching today, it means that they would have failed the same examina-
tion in 1919 because so much of what they had been teaching then was not 
what they are teaching now. The time to pass an examination is when it is 
given, not decades after it is over. The Watchtower’s exam was over in the 
spring of 1919. – Page 46.   

 

18.  With so many external and internal factors involved in keep-
ing Jehovah’s Witnesses captive of an illusionary concept, how 
it is possible for any of them to escape? 

On page 53 of the Proclaimers book the Governing Body says… 
 

 It took real courage in [Russell’s day] to withdraw from one’s 
church.   

 

It takes no less courage today for Jehovah’s Witnesses to withdraw from 
their ‘church.’ It is so difficult in fact that according to 2 Timothy 2:25, it 
will take divine intervention. 

                                                           
277 Of all the men who have formed the top leadership of the Watchtower religion for over one hundred years, 
to date Raymond Franz is the only one who has been able to face the reality.   
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Appendix 
 

The Watchtower Society’s 1914  
It isn’t necessary to know anything about 1914 other than the fact that as of 

the beginning of the year 2005 the Society still teaches that Jesus’ Second 
Coming or “invisible presence” began in that year in fulfillment of Matthew 
24:3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The year 1914 is arrived at through rather involved interpretations of both 

the Scriptures and ancient history as they relate to the destruction of Jerusalem 
by Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon.278 Charles Russell got his interpreta-
tions from the same man who taught him that Jesus’ Second Coming occurred 
in 1874 (Nelson Barbour).  Although they eventually let go of 1874 (in 1943), 
as of 2005 they have not been able to let go of 1914 – yet. 

When Russell taught it, 1914 only related to “the end of the Gentile Times.”  
But after his death in 1916 the date gradually came to also be associated with 
other things including the beginning of “the last days,” the Second Coming of 
Christ and the beginning of his Kingdom Rule. - See page 36 

This subject is so complicated and involved that most Witnesses would pre-
fer that nobody ask them how they arrive at that date.  But again, for the pur-
pose of this study it isn’t necessary to understand how they arrive at 1914.  It is 
only necessary to know that this is the date they assign to the Second Coming 
of Christ and then hold them to it.  – See page 22ff. 

                                                           
278 If you want to get an inkling of just how complicated this teaching is, go to pages 95-97 of the KNOWL-
EDGE That Leads to Everlasting Life book under the heading, “Kingdom Rule – When?”  If you really want to 
dig into this matter as deep as it can get, read  “The Gentile Times Reconsidered” by Carl Olof Jonsson. 
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TThhee  FFiirrsstt  WWaattcchh  TToowweerr  MMaaggaazziinnee  ––  JJuullyy,,  11887799  
According to what the Society teaches in 2005, there were at least 5 stated 
objectives of Russell’s original magazine that turned out to be “amiss.”  (1) 
Jesus was not “invisibly present” in 1879. (2) They were not living in “the 
last days.” (3) It was not “the day of the Lord. (4) It was not “the end of 
the Gospel age, and. (5) they were not living in “the dawn of the ‘new 
age.’” What are the chances that Russell’s magazine would have passed and 
examination by Jesus Christ in 1919? 

PROSPECTUS 
“This is the first number 
of the first volume of 
‘Zion’s Watch Tower,’ 
and it may not be amiss 
to state the object of its 
publication. 

That we are (2) liv-
ing ‘in the last days’ – 
(3) ‘the day of the 
Lord’ – (4) ‘the end of 
the Gospel age, and 
consequently, (5) in the 
dawn of the ‘new age.’” 
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“Knowledge That Leads to Everlasting Life” 
(Page 161, paragraph 4) 

 

Just as the Christian religion could not exist if nobody believed that Jesus is 
God’s Son, the Watchtower religion could not exist if nobody believed that the 
Watchtower Society is God’s organization.  

But as essential as their organizational concept is to the existence of the 
Watchtower religion, the above “Bible Study aid” only offers one short sen-
tence to explain why God selected the Watchtower Society over all other relig-
ions as his “faithful and discreet slave” in fulfillment of Matthew 24:45-47… 

 Jesus said that at the time of his presence in Kingdom power, 
“the faithful and discreet slave” would be found providing 
“food at the proper time” for His followers. (Matthew 
24:45-47) When Jesus was installed as heavenly King in 
1914, who did this “slave” prove to be? Certainly not the 
clergy of Christendom. For the most part, they were feeding 
their flocks propaganda that backed up their own national 
governments in World War I. But proper and timely spiritual 
food was being dispensed by [the Watchtower Society]   
[They] preached God’s Kingdom rather than man’s 
governments. As a result, over the years millions of right-
eously disposed “other sheep” have joined the anointed 
“slave” in practicing true religion. (John 10:16) Using the 
‘faithful slave’ and its present-day Governing Body, God di-
rects his organized people to make spiritual food, clothing, 
and shelter available to all who wish to have these provisions. 

 

“They preached God’s Kingdom rather than man’s governments.” 
 

This single statement in the middle of the only paragraph in this entire book 
that mentions Matthew 24:45-47 is surrounded by so much assertion,279 rheto-
ric280 and sophistry 281 that it makes it difficult to notice how little actual evi-
dence is being provided to prove that God is ‘using the Watchtower Society 
and its present-day Governing Body to provide spiritual food, clothing and 
shelter to all the rest of mankind.’  
                                                           
279 Assertion: “To state positively with great confidence but with no objective proof.” 
280 Rhetoric: “The art or science of using words effectively in speaking or writing so as to influence or per-
suade…artificial eloquence.”  
281 Sophistry: “Reasoning sound in appearance only... Clever or plausible but unsound and tending to mis-
lead.”  
IMPORTANT NOTE: Although the men who have formed the Watchtower leadership have been experts in 
the use of assertions, rhetoric and sophistry, this does not necessarily mean that they have always used their 
abilities to intentionally mislead.  The need to uphold their illusionary “God organization” in their own minds 
may be the driving force behind the use of their abilities. – See the insert on page 95 where they refer to some 
scientists who “fall in love with their constructions” and spend a lifetime trying uphold their mistaken beliefs. 

NOTE: 
This paragraph asks, 
“In 1914, who did the 
‘faithful and discreet 
slave’ prove to be?”  
As far as the Society 
was concerned, in 
1914 that “slave” 

proved to be Charles 
Russell.  It didn’t 

prove to be what this 
paragraph is saying 

until 1927. 
 

(See pages 26, 27) 

BeSub
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As explained in Chapter 5, the reason why Bible students are willing to ac-
cept so little evidence is because by the time they get to this paragraph they al-
ready believe that the Society is God’s organization. The paragraph is simply 
stating something they already mistakenly believe.   

But what about the fact that they “preached God’s Kingdom rather than 
man’s governments”?  Does that count for anything? 

First of all, according to what the Society teaches today, most of what Rus-
sell and Rutherford had preached about God’s Kingdom was not true. The fol-
lowing are some of the things that they no longer preach about it… 

 
1) The King of God’s Kingdom had returned in 1874. 
2) God’s Kingdom was set up in heaven in 1878 
3) Jesus was installed as King of God’s Kingdom in 1878 
4) Jesus began ruling as the King of God’s Kingdom in 1878. 
5) Under God’s Kingdom the dead in union with Christ were resurrected in 1881. 
6) Under God’s Kingdom anointed Witnesses would be taken to heaven before 1914. 
7) God’s Kingdom would be firmly established in the earth by 1914. 
8) God’s Kingdom would destroy all false religion by end of 1914. 
9) God’s Kingdom would destroy all Gentile nations by the end of 1914 
10) Jesus would begin  ruling God’s Kingdom in 1925 
11) Under God’s Kingdom Jesus would resurrect Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 1925 

 

Secondly, when all the “spiritual food, clothing and shelter” that Russell 
and Rutherford provided from 1876 to 1919 is examined it becomes evident 
that most of it was not proper or timely. According to what the Society teaches 
today, those two men were responsible for thousands of portions of improper 
and untimely spiritual food that they served millions of times.282   

 
Note: It isn’t as if millions of people were aware of the things considered in 
this study and decided to join the Watchtower religion anyway.  The reason 
why there are millions of Jehovah’s Witnesses today is because they are not 
aware of these things. Although they may have read the Knowledge book sev-
eral times (first as a student and later as the teacher), they have never checked 
to see if “proper and timely spiritual food” really had been dispensed down till 
1919. – See Chapter 5, “The One Mistake All Jehovah’s Witnesses Have Made”  

 

 
                                                           
282 Chapter 3,  “48 Teachings Jesus Examined,” pp. 39,40. George Swetnam, the official historian for the Pitts-
burgh Bicentennial in 1958-1959 wrote: “Pastor Russell traveled constantly, covering more than a million 
miles, delivering more than 30,000 sermons and lectures and talks, writing books totaling over 50,000 
pages, which have reached a circulation of more than 20,000,000 copies.”   Therefore, Russell’s teachings 
mentioned in Chapter 3 were just a small portion of the spiritual food that was included in his sermons, lec-
tures, talks and books. 
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The Foundation Cornerstone 
of the Watchtower Religion 

Jehovah’s Witnesses realize that the foundation cornerstone of the Christian 
religion is that “Jesus is the Christ.”283  What they don’t realize is that the 
foundation cornerstone of their religion is that “the Watchtower Society is 
God's organization.”  Everything always comes back to the question, not “Is 
Jesus the Christ?” but, “Is the Watchtower Society God’s organization?” - p. 15 

The purpose of this study has been to identify the above 'stone' and then re-
move it by understanding the Society’s interpretation of Matthew 24:45-47 and 
then holding them to it while examining the organization’s history that relates 
to their interpretation.   

Once this is done it destroys the foundation upon which the Watchtower re-
ligion rests.  Witnesses who are willing to face the result of such an examina-
tion are then able to let go of the illusionary concept that has been holding 
them captive. – See Foreword, page 8, paragraph 2 

 
 
 

About The Author 
I spent my first 20 years as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses trying to help the 

rest of the world learn what I had mistakenly thought was “the Truth.” I then 
spent my final year as a Witness trying to help the local elders come to learn 
that what we thought was “the Truth” - wasn’t.   And while I was not surprised 
to see that the majority of non-Witnesses had no interest in anything I had to 
say about our religion, I was very surprised to discover that none of the elders 
had any interest in anything that I had to say about our religion either!   

Although there is not much that can be said about the religion of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses that has not already been said, there are lots of different ways of say-
ing what has already been said.  I have said things in a way that may have 
helped me when I was a captive an illusionary concept of how God is dealing 
with mankind.   

But I have learned that no matter what is said or how it is said, it will not be 
able to help those who are not ready to meet up with reality.  

                                                           
283 Ephesians 2:20 



 148

 




